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but Lincoln remained undaunted. By this time he had risen so high
up the ladder that he was already the President. The war went on for
- many years, but Lincoln abolished slavery from the whole of North
America by 1858-9. The bonds of the slaves were broken, and wherever
Lincoln's name was mentioned, he was hailed as a great emancipator of
men in distress. The language of the powerful speeches he delivered
during these stormy days is so sublime that they rank very high in
English literature.

Although he had achieved such eminence Lincoln remained full of
humility. He always believed that a powerful nation or individual ought
to use that power to remove the miseries of the poor and the weak, not
to crush them. Though America was his motherland and he was an
American, he regarded the whole world as his native land. Just when
he was at the height of his glory, and despite the fact that he was such
a good man, some wicked men felt that he had ruined many people
by abolishing slavery. So when it was known for certain that Lincoln
was going to visit a theatre, a plot was hatched to assassinate him. Even
the players at the theatre had been seduced, and a leading actor had under-
taken to shoot him. As Lincoln was sitting in his special box, the des-
picable fellow entered it, closed the door after him and shot at Lincoln.
The good man fell dead. The people who witnessed this dreadful deed
tore the assassin to pieces before he could be taken to a law court.1 In
this tragic manner occurred the death of the greatest President of America.
It may safely be said that Lincoln sacrificed his life in order to put an
end to the sufferings of others. But Lincoln can be said to be still alive;
for the changes he made in the American Constitution are still in force.
And Lincoln's name will be known as long as America endures. It
will thus be seen that Lincoln has become immortal, for his greatness
consisted not in his talent or his wealth, but in his innate goodness.
A nation that has such good qualities as Lincoln's is bound to rise.
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1 In feet, Booth, the assassin, -was shot in a barn which was set on fire by the soldiers
pursuing him*                                   "